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| Chriſtian READ E R, 


FO Thee that art joyned to a True Conſtitusd C H URC H. 
( whoſe Head in the Lord Jeſus Chrif?,) I recommend the 
enſuing I iſcaurſe. Hut more 8 to ſuch as are Invaded 
(er threatued ſo to ve) with the Errors of the Ti.nes, wh'ch are 
now grew ſo Rampa t, and therſ2 corrupted with then ſ1 Bold 
| and Un fadent, that they even boa of the preat Propreſs their 
 Corrift and Antichriſtian Notions have made in this Kingdow, 
wt he few Vears L1ff paßt. The $ .btil:y of Satan herein ap- 
pears very great, tramsforming himſelf into an Angel of Light, 
pPretendi: g nf diligenth to promote Piety, that thereby he may 
intredac a newGoſp-t, and draw ff the Children of Co. from 
* th: true Goſpel of Chrift z endeavouring to efabli/h Works, per- 
ſwading to work for Life, and byWWorks of Congruity, (as ſome 
: fpeak,) to procure Accept mce with Cod, thereby, in effe.”", 
* ſizlting, yea, de(piſiny the free Grace if Cod, and imput-d 
 Ri:lteouſieſs of Chritt, which 15 the only Righteouſneſs, which 
will len Sinners in ſtcad at the Great Day. In the ſ:r16:45 
TO gte theſ: Things, and Concern of Soul, how th'ſe that 
bio: been A ſerters of the Truths of the Cofpel are now become 
Dumb, are fut Aſlz2p, cont, dare not, or will not, Spa or 
t5: Cauſe of God aud the Truth, as it is in , whereby thoſe 
abonuinable Doctrines (abſorred by our fir Reformers jr om 
A'itichriſtioniſm ) hav? obtained a new Life, and are rectiv'd 
and embrac'd of Multitud:s with great Applauſe; Muſing with 
my ſelf, and Bewailiag the Matter, the IWirds in the follow yg. 
Diſcourſe inſiſted on, were Preſented to ina with ſuch mou 
„ | 2 that 
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that 1 could not throw it off. 1 have indeed fitce had great 


| a Reaſonizps with 777 ſelf ag arnft Expoſing it to Publck View, 


" becauſe oj my ſmall Avility, wiſbing ſome other Hand more ſk1]- 


ful than mine would exert it ſelf in ſo good à Cauſe; but findin; 
none as wet appears, I ſet this forth in the Fear of God, hopei y 
it may provoke others to go farther n ſtemmni ag the 1orrent 5 

thoſe nnghty and growing Errors, wich Infeft the Churches ; f 
Chrift at this Day, viz. Arianiſm Socinianiſm, Arminianiſm, or, 
The New Remediating Law, which ſome of cur learned Divines 
hav: ſit up in the Room and Face of the Goſpel of Chrift, which 
zuatiy are endeavouring to Eſtabliſb as a Way to Henwen, there. 
by d:{troying (as much as in them lies) the Truth of the Goſ) 
, Chriit; which New Law, or Pretended Geſpel, ſeem np to 
pro:1 ote Godlinefs, bernp agreeable to Car al Reajon, ant the 
ride of Fall;n Man, w 0 we ulll fain be his own Sawour, dot; 
mcre ecfily prevail, not on) with the conmon Multi ude hit 
with [ome fine Chriftans, who are nit ſ well Confirm d ii tte 
Cofpe! of Chr. N, as cauld be wiſh d the, were. An't i the Diſ- 
cc fellowing is not intended as 2 Conf t tio of theſe Errors, 
let, to thoſe who do ſez chem, and are c moed o the Evilthat 
7s 1 them, 2t g ve. inc Lis t How thzy mY d-1vyzr t 2m 1 
tat they be nut Pet ikert with ot he: s in their ing. {know te 
at her Doc rines are mot t. ł ng with the Carnal Wirld ; for nat 
many Rich, u t 11a) - 18h), het many Noble, are called. Our 
Lord. 1:h, his King doi xs nit of this World, and if au hen 
wil] be his Diſciple. bi unit take vp his Croſs and fllww him: 
But this New Law 1: too agrezabls to Carnal Reaſon t. ſuf or tbr 
Crojs, and 1s pendant to th; Kingdom of this World and not 
to the King don. of Chrzit ; which is manife?? from that Fear, 
Diftru, and Trembling, that altend ſuch as ſeek Tuf ficatiun 
their ſinc-re Obedience ta th;s New Law, or Law of Graz, 
5 thy call it, Whereas the K:ngdom of Chriſt conſiſis in Love, 
Tea; Feace, Meelu ſi, Tempranuce, Faith, and al the Fruits 
of tire Spirit, @p a17157 which tene 15 160 Law. And I Hm. 
Fer it as my Opinion, that the Goſpel of Chr H, for many Tears, 
was n22r ſo like to be ov:rthrown as at this Day; and there- 


Vins there never was more neh of ſtanding and contending for 


the Faith once delivered to the Saints. 
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ut In tac 16th Chapter 0! ot the Epiſtle to the Rom.ms, 
5 | and 17 Verſc it is thus wilkten, | 


bat . Now I b: fech ror Brethren, mark them that 


*  canſe Diviſions aud Off:nce s, contrary to the Docir- 
5 ine wich ye bave learned and avoid tbem. 

Jr 4 
Jon 2 nE Author of theſe Words we Gund to be the great, 
7: 12 Apoſtle PAU L, who was called of God to be a Ser- 
„the UE FT van: of Jeſus Chriſt; and he ſtiles hi.ufelf the Chure 
et LIE ches ISR for Chrift's fakz:, Under theſe Conſi- 
gar, J berztions he wrote this Epiſtle, To the Sarnts of God that gre. 
ation gt Rome, who are the called and beloo:d F God, as you have 
race, It at large in the 1ſt Chapter of this Epiſtle. Where you may 
be, (Ao obſerve in Ver. 8, the great Joy that the Apo e Was in 
710710 Working God for their great Faith. Firſ, (ſaith he). I thank 
— * Cod through Feſus Chr iſt for you all, What for? That you? 


ears z 
here- 
9 kor 


Tait“ 75 ſpoken of throup hout 15 whole VWorl!. From hence we 
Pay note by the way, that the Churches then at Rome, were 
cry famous in the World, for the Soundneſs of their Faith in 
nriſt Jeſus, But the Apoſtle leem'd to be apprized, that thcy 
exe like to be alf.ulied with lome Trouble, as in Ver. 1 


25 He 


KR 


He telle them, that H- long 


23 

s to ſee them, that he might impart 
to they: ſome ſpirttus l Gift, (To what End?) Why, That they 
emp t be eftabl hed, and hat ha might have Cynmſort with them, 
by their mutual Faith ; by the mutual Faith (ſaich he) of you 
and me. And fo goes on to ſhew unto them, his Readineſ: 
an! Willingneſs to come unto them, to preach the Goſpc) of 


Chriſt; For (fitth he) ] am not aſhamed o/ the Goſpel of 


Corift ; for it is the Power of Gad unto Salvation, to cv2ry on: 
that belieneth; in hopes thereby to eſtabliſh them in the Faith, 
an to ſtrengthen them againſt the Error, they were (or were 
like to be) affaulted with. And ſo goes on to Council them 
ag inſt the Vices, they were incident to, notwithſtanding they 


were got into a Church-St:re, which did not ſecure them from 


falling into Error; which Conſideration, doubtleſs, gave Binh 
to the Words firſt read, as moſt ſuitable to them, before lic 
concluded his Epiſtle : | 

VOW I beſeecb you Brethrer, mark them that cauſe Di- 
wt/191:s and Offenc:s, contrary to the Doctrine you hav? learned, 
and awd them. 

THE Apoſtle doth not command, as he might have dere, 


but entrcars them in the moſt endearing Exp reſſions, Now 1 le. 


fesch you Brethren, &c, | 


tore he ſo did, had ſomething of Importance to impart to them; 


wherefore he would nor flip this Opportunity ; therefore ſaith Þ 


NOW / beſeech you Brethren; or elſe might be Now, even 


Now; for that they were aſſaulted with corrupt Doctines, and] 
eh-t the Apoſtle was aprrized of the Arguments made uſe c 


by the ſe that did own them, as is plainly ſuggeſied to us 
Ver. 19. Thou (carnal Reaforer) wilt (or doſt ſiy) W) dot) 
de yet find Fault, who hath reſiſted his Will? : 

1 N the preceding Verſes, the Apoſtle is ſctting forth, ti 
free Gra e of God and his Sovereign Pleaſvre towards ſome d 
the Sons of Men, againſt which Doctrine, there were ſome u 
mengſt the Romans made Oppoſition ; and did thus carnal) 


feafon, as was berore hinted, Who bath reſiſted his Will? OM 
ferve in the next Words, the Reply that the Af oſtle made, N 


MW 


WHV the Apoitle put the Word NOW, in the Front, 5 


may be, becauſe he was about to conclude his Epiſtle: and te. : 


ſeveral Places of this Epiſtle; and in particul+r in Char, ]. 
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20.) Shall the I bing formed jay to him that f rmed it, N 
ſc | haf! thou mad? me thus? And fo on. From whence, I fay, 
F tis plain, that the Saints at Rome, even in their infant State, 
f | were aſſaulted with corrupt Doctrines, ccntrary to what they 
hid been learnt of him, or of the Spi it of God; wherctore 
1 the Apoſtle ſaw it neceſſary before he concluded his E; iſtle, to 
put them in mind of this ſo receſſaty a Duty, as, To mark 
| them that cauſe Diviſions and (fer ces, co trary to the DoF - 
y ine ( ſaith he) which you have l-arnt, and acid them. As 
ik the Apoſtle had ſiid, My dear Brethien, are you aſſaulted 
1 with Doctrines that are contrary to what you have learned, even 
to give you Offence, and cauſe Diviſions amongſt you; and are 
vou perplext in your Minds what to do in the Matter? Why, 
I cannot adviſe you better than to mark them that tro: ble you 
; | with them, and avoid them. The Requeſt of the Apoſtle to 
the Faithful in Chriſt, confiſts in Two Thivgs, | 


— - 
CI 
Ws 
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Firſt, TO maik thoſe that bring in theſe new Doctrincs, that 
catife Diviſions, and give Offences, 
Faecondh, THAT they would not only mark them, but 
| avoil them alſo. 


IN theſe two Parts there are two Words, that are worth 


cour while to conſider, that is, the Word MARK, and the 
Word AVOID. 0 ER | 
Heft. THE Word Mark, is to take 'ſpecial Notice of, well 
to weigh, and conſider, as in 3 Ruth, Ver, 4. where Ruth was 
charged by Naomi, her Mother-in-Law, to Mark the Place 
where Boaz did lie down, (that is) to take ſpecial Notice well 
to obſerve the Place. Sn 
 SXeconlly, TO Mark, as worthy Wilſon notes, is as 2 
Watchman that ſtandeth on a high Tower to deſcry the Ap- 
| 3 proach of an Enemy, he marketh diligently all Comers, and 
1 giveth Notice accordingly for the ſaving of the City; which 
| well adapts it ſelf to our preſent Text, Every Cbriſtian in a 
Church of Chrift, is (or ought ro be) on his W atch, to kcep 
down his own Corruptions, and to ſive the Church from 


thereof. 


A wo 


corrupt Doctrines, and to make an Alarm at the Approach 
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: but, O Man, who art thou that repheft againſt Cod? (in Vo, 


. 
BUT next, the Word (Avoid ):- Firff, To avoid. is to 
"withdraw, or to turn aſide from, to rejcct or forſake the Per. 
Tons, or Things we are not pleafed with. 3 Titus g. Secondly, fide 
Jo avoid, as in our Text (as Mr. J, Dicdati of er 
well obſerr es) is to exclude or expel] them out of Church-Cem. 
munion, that bring in or trouble them with new Dog tines, ] Ve 
contraty to what they have learn d, exclude them, as prophane | 724 
Perſons; out of your Aſſemblies, by Excommanication”: ; and that bra 
privately ( faith he) ſhun all voluntary, pleaſing and i intimate 
Converſation with them. And then to ſhun them, is to keer 
yoor ſelves from their pernicious Principles, and to teſtity 9 
all Men the Purity of the Church, c. From this ſhotr Ex. fai. 


planation I propoſe Three Things to be obſerved as DoRtine, | of 
trom our Text, | 


Firft, THAT the Churches cf Chriſt, tho' the pureſt and 
ſtrongeſt in the trve Faith, are liable to the Aſſaults of corrupt . 


octrine, and to be drawn away thereby, if they avoid chen 85 
not betnmes. he 


S2c0..d Det. THAT the only way for the Churches « 116 


Chriſt to keep themſelves ure, and fee from DIVI STO NS, te 


0 to be found in the Diſcharge of this great Duty, Of mark A 
ing thoſe Perſons that bring new Dostrines amongſt them, N w 
am! to avoid them (1, e. J expell them out of their Societics, |. th 
Third Dot, HAT Uher theſe new Doctrines are creep ſo 


ing iſto Churches, and the People are ſe tae aflecp that they fr 
ſee it not, Jis the great Duty of Miniſters, as Watchmen on fi 
a high Tower, to mike Diſcovery thereof, and to efideavour, ot 
as much as in them lieth,to awake the cople out of their feι¹ tl 


Frame, and beſeech them to 77 K thiſe Hat cauſe Div ſisus a. 
$5197 them, w'th. Yoetrincs clit ra y to what ihz 2 have le. nh 


end to aud them. E 

THIS If Obſervation may ſeem long, but ! hum bly con- A: 
ceive, that ids fully eouch d in the Word-firſt read. But I ſhall f 
proceed on the firſt Notrine obſerv'd from the Wor 's, (to wit,) a 
That e the Churches of Chliſt, tho! the pureſt and ſtrongeſt in u 
the Faith, are ver liable to the Aſfiults of corrupt Do&rine, and / 
ta be di vn away thereby, if they avoid not the SLingers there- t 
of betimes. J 


14115 Donne is ſo fully np beg d in the Words of 
our 
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whole World, as in Ver. 8. J thank my Gods for vu all, that 


C.3-3 
our Text, that there is no need of further Proof. But to fi 
the Mouths of Gainſayers, and for Order ſake, I ſhall proceed 
to prove it to the meaneſt Capacity. And then we may firſt con- 
ſider, what theſe People at Rome were, to whom this Epiſtle 
was written, They are acknowledged by the Apoſtle to be the 
called of God, and that by Jeſus Chriſt, as in the firſt Chap. 
Ver. 6. and ſo on, Tc all that be in Rome, beloved of God, cal- 
ed to be Saints, Obſerve the Extaſy of Joy that the Apoſtle 


brake forth into, cven to bleſs Gol for their being fo tound 
and ſtrong in the Faith, that it was ſpoken of throughout the 


your Faith is ſpoken of throughout the whol: Vorld. Theſe J 
ſaid before, were the called of Jeſus Chiiſt, and are the Saints 
of Gol; and as ſuch, we may ſuppoſe them to conulſt of ſe- 
vera] Congregational] Churches. As you fee he mentions One 
in particular, as in the 5th Ver. of this 16 Chap. of the No- 
maus. After greeting Priſcilla and Aquila, hikewiſe \ launh he 
Greet the Church that is in their Hoſe, And in the 4th Ver, 
he mentions alſo all the Churches of the Gentiles ; which car- 
11es full Proof, that theſe People to whom this Epiſtle was writ- 
ten, were true Churches of Chriit, and found in the Faith, 
And if you caſt your Eye on what the Inhabitants of Rowe 
were, and conſider what they now are, what's more plain, than 
that they are drawn aſide from the Truth; and that true and 
ſound Believers. in a Church-State, are liable to be carried away 
from the Truth by corrupt Doctrines? What Church hath ſo 
feillen, as theſe Churches of Rome are? Who have ſet up Laws 
of their own making, to govern themſelves by, and are become 
the very Sinck of Superſtition and Idolatry? *Tis even now 
there where Antichrift's Seit is. But, 
Secondly. IT doth more plainly appear, if you turn to the 
Epiſtle written to the Churches of Ga/atis, as in the 1ſt Chap. 
and fo on throughout the whole Epiſtie, where you may ob- 
ſerve, that after he had given an Account of his Ap-tl:thip, 
ard that it was not of Man, but by Jeſus Chriſt, as was his 
uſual Method to all to whom he wrote, to uſher in by what 
Authority he wrote to them, he takes Occaſion to reprove 
them, as in Ver. 6. [marvel that ye are ſo ſoon removed from 
hin that called you into th. N of Ch iſt, unto anot ler Ge” 
8 wy 5 | Poel, 


66 


pel, which is not anither, but there be ſome that trouble you, 
and would pervert the Ceſpel of Cbriſt. It ſcems they were 
removed in their Thoughts of being juſtined by the Righteouſe 
neſ; of Chriſt, and were about to eſtabliſh another Way «f 
Salvation, even the Law of Works, under ſofter Terms (to 
wit) another Goſjel : But the Apoſtle would not let it go un- 
der that Diſguiſe, but adds in the 8th Ver, Put tho we or an 
Anne from Haven preach any other Goſpel to you than that 
which we hav? preached, lat biin be accurſed. This ſeem'd 10 
lye with great Weight on the Apoſtles Spirit, that he repeats 
it inthe 9th Ver. As we ſaid before, ſo ſay I now agarn, That 
sf any Mon preach any other Goſpel than that which ye hays 
recerve.l, let hin be accurſed. 

J O inforce this on their Minds, he thus reaſons wie h them, 
Dol now ferſwade Men or God, or ds I ſeek to pleaſe Men, 
but I cert ſie you Brethren, that the Geſpel which was preached 
of me, 1s not after Man, for 1 received it not of Man, neither 
was I taught it, but by the Revelation of Jeſs Chriſt, As if 

the Apoſtle had ſaid, this new Goſpel is meerly of Man, ane 
taught by Man, and not of God; therefore te nor deceived 
th-reby, nor harken to its Charms, altho preach'd by an An- 
gel from Heaven, or the greateſt learned Doctor upon Earth. 
In the 2d Chap. the Apoltle breaks forth in great Concern of 
Mind for theſe Churches of Galatia, in the 1ft Ver. with this 
Outcry, O fooliſb Galatians! Who hath bewitched you that you 
foculd net obey the Truth, before whoſe Eyes Feſus Chriſt hath 
been evidentl; ſet forth aud Crucified, And may not we ſay, 
O toslith Brittains! Who hath bewitched you that you ſhould 
not obey the Truth? Ore Thing would I learn of ou, Re- 
ceived you the Spirit by the War ks of the Law, or by tie hear- 
to of Faith? Are ye fo fooliſh? Having begun in the Spirit, 
are e row made perſedt in the Fleſh? Which holds forth to 
13, that theſe Churches of Galatza, were once found in the 
Faith, and were now drawn away by another pretended Goſ- 
pel; which fully proves, that the Doctrine advanced is true; 
that the pureſt and trueſt Churches of Jeſus Ciniſt are liable r0 
be. eſſaulted with corrupt Doctrine, and to be drawn away 
thereby, But as rhefe wiſe Men faith, a three-fold Cord is not 
easily broken; IIHhall therefore add a tid Inſtance. 

k JJ. me - walk 
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Thirdly. Y O U may find in the R-velations Iſt, 2d and 3d 


N of the Seven Churches that were in Alia, there 
was but one of them, but what God had a Complaint àgainſt, 
for revolting from him; which God threatens with Punith- 
ment, if they reformed not. And we may ſafely conclude from 
hene, that what hath been may be again. If the Churches 
in the Heat of their Zeal and Affection were drawn aſide, even 


whilſt the Apoſtles were amoneſt them, what may we fear wilt 
become of us, who are in the latter Day s, whoſe Zeal and 


Affections are almoſt (if not quite) cold, what Ute may we 
make of this Doctrine, ſo clearly proved to be true? 

Hr. B Y way of Information, Is it ſ>, that true Chur- 
ches of Chriſt are liable to be nſſtulted with corrupt Dotrines, 
and to be drawn aſide there by? We may be thence informed, 
that they are in a great Miſtake that glory in their Chorch- 
State, and conclude themſelves happy, becauſe the Church they 
belong to was once a true Church, notwithſtanding they are ſo 
fillen, that there is ſcarce the Appearance of God or Religion 
amoneſt them. and yet do call themſelves the only true Church. 
Surely the Miſtake of theſe Pe Aae is very great. | 

S-c-ndl;, W E may inf.r from hence, that they are great! v 
to Name, that are at Eaſe in Sion, and ſuffer corrupt Doctrines 
to be brought into the Church to which they belong, without 


marking the Perſons who bring them in, and as much as in 


them lies, endeavour to have them expelled out of the So ietv. 
It the Danger of ſuffering corrupt Dodrince in a Church is ſo 
great: ſo great is the Duty of every Member of that Church, 
thut is apprized of theſe corrupt Dod rines, to endeavour to 
avoid them, that give thoſe Offences. But methunks ] hens 
ſome ſay, 
object.) WHAT can I do in this Matter, 1 leave all 
z Thinks to the Management of the Elders and Deacons; who 
muſt anſwer for je, if any thing is done amiſs? O my beloved 
Friends, do not deceive your felves ſo: Altho' tis true, that 
the Ellers and Deacons muſt anſwer for what they do amiſs, 
Is as true that if you quizrly ſabmir, and yield to the bring- 
ing in of new Dod&rines, that are offenſive to the meareſt 
x Member, you are guilty thereof, and muſt an{wer for it. Tis, 
Fob, and ſuch as von, that berray the cauſe of Thrift, and the 
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Purity of God's Houſe. What think you, that you are placed 


in the Church of God only to receive the Sacrament, and to 
contribute towards the publick Charge? No, No, tho the | 


doing this is your Duty, yet this is not All, neither the Halt 


of that you ale to do in + Church State, For, Firſt, you are 


to look well to your own Hearts, that the” are rightly engaged 


towards God, in all religious Duties: Secondly, That you 


hear the Word of God with Affection: And, Thirdly, That 
you tike the Heed what you hear, That you ſwallow not all 
down for Truth by Wholeſale; becauſe it comes out of your 
Miniſters Mouth; but be like the noble Ber2ans, who ſearch'd 


the Scriptures to find, whether the Things delivered be true or | 
not: Faurthly, you are to look after your Brethren, that they 


go not aſtray; and if one falls to help him up in the Spirit of 
Me: kneſs : And, it any one grows dull and ſecure in a luke- 
warm State, you are to ſtir them up to be upon their Watch, and 
to be z-alous in the Things of God: As faith the Apoſtle, Let 
us provike one another to Love and good Works, Heb, 10. 24. 
You are to look after your Miniſters: that they are ſound in 
the Faith, and ſuch as are called of God, and not of Men only: 


even ſuch as are willing to preach the Word of God in Seafon, and a 
| whe] 
they 

Patri 


not out of Seaſon: Yea, ſuch as are ſeeking the Good of Souls; 
and the Honour of God, and not therr own worldly Intereſt, 
nor how to pleaſe Men ; for ſuch there were in the primitive 
Churches, even in the Church of Epheſus, that were found to 
be Lyars, on the Churches Tryal of them; and God highly 
commended them for fo doing. It was not look d upon a Crime 
then, to find out the Deceit of Miniſters, as you map ee, 
Rev. 2. 2. where the Holy Ghoſt faith, I know thy Works and 


thy Patience, and how thou” canſt not bear them that are Evil 
Aud how thou haſt tryed them that ſay they are Apoſtlos, and 


are not; and haſt found them Lyars Hing, and deceitful Mi 
niſters crept into the Church of God betimes. Andyet wet are 
ſo reformed by Miniſters of our own making, if a Perſon 
do but ſo much as queſtion the Doctrine they deliver, he 15 
eſtcem d cither a malapert Fellow, or a contentious Perſon, 
a renter of Churches, a promcter of Sedition, and what not : 
Bur, my Friends, it is not what Men commend will ſtand tie 


Teſt of: the great Day; therefore, do thou thy Duty, and value 
a | a no 
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not what Men «ſhail ny. Fifthly, You are to look over ang 
after the whole Church collectively, to obſerve at the Table of 
the Lord, whether there be any one wanting, and if you find 
it to be ſo, to go to him and enquire, with all humbleneſs of 
Mind, the Reaſon thereof, and do your utmoſt ro reſolve luis 
Doubts, and encourage him in the way of his Duty, in the 
Houſe of God. You are alſo to look well, that an exact Diſ. 
cipline be kept up in the Church of God, without Partiality. 
And, Laſtly, To look well to the Doctrincs that are advanc'd 
moſt in the Church; and if Doctrines contraꝛy to what you 
have learned, Then to obſerve the Words of the Text, To 
mark thoſe that brimg them in, and acid them if by doing 
your utmoſt to convince them, aud convert them, work not 

any Reformation in them. | 3 
Thirdly. ARE the Churches of Chriſt, whilſt in this Mi- 
litant State, liable to be aſſaulted with corrupt De@rines, and 
to be drawn aſide thereby? Then, from hence, we mary be in- 
formed, that every Member thereof ought to be on his Watch. 


Watch ye therefore, ſaith our bleſſed Lord. We ſhould bs like fi 
the Patridges whilſt in a Covie on the. Earth, who ſtand al At 
round with their Heads outermoſt, that let their Enemics come I 
which way they will, one or other of them muſt ſee them, that i 
they be not ſurprized unawares. Should 15 filly a Bird as à 0 
Patridge be ſo careful to preſerve it ſelf, and each other, and 
Ihall not we be on our Watch, to preſerve our ſelves, and the j | 
Honour of God. We ſhould all remember, what our bleſſed bt, 
Lord ſaid, while on the Earth. What I jay unto 10, I ſay unto q 
all, Watch. There's no Time allow'd for ſpiritual Sleep, os kl 
Idleneſs. | 


Fourthly. ARE the Churches of Chriſt, whilſt in this = 
World, liable to be aſſaulted and drawn afide ? From hence we q 
may learn, and be informed, That theſe out of a Church-State, 
are more expoſed to Danger, and more liable to be drawn aſide, 
than others, becauſe they are alone, and have not that Aſſiſtance 
to Watch over them, as thoſe in a Church-State have, yet they 
are liable to be aſſaulted. Let all, therefore, that are prepared 15 
pk the Lord, get in, and put their helping Hand, to fave the 44 
Teople cf God, from the Errors of the fimes. Other Uſes 4 
might be made, but J rather chooſe to decline it on this Do- = 
Kirinc, and proceed to the Second, which is, Second = 
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leſus Chriſt his Son, have Churches on the Earth. 


in the Fear of God, to worthip him, accordinging to the Pre- 


(10) 
Second Dod. THE only way for the true Churches ot 


Chriſt to keep themſelves pure and free from Diviſions, is to Nan! 


be found in the Diſcharge of this great Duty, of Mar king thoſe N Apr 


that hring in theſe new Doctriues, ond avoid them, (Ci. e. ex. an! 


pell them out of their Societies. This Doctrine is naturally tral: 


tollowing from the Words, and fo fully comprehended in them, | Chu 


that there is no need of further Proof. But to inforee it, ] Ther! 
ihall give ſome rational Arguments that this Doctrine doth pre. | pen 
ſent; herein are Three Parts. | | then 
Firſt. THAT God the Father, and Chriſt his Son, have Þſelve 
Churches on Earth. true 
Secondly, THAT it's the Duty of theſe Churches, to keey hall 
themſelves pure from the Pollutions of the World, and the pure 
Do+rines of Men. Wh 
Thirdly. THAT the onl» way, to keep themſelves pure, is I the 
to mark thoſe that aiſult them with corrupt Dottines, contrary | F 
to what they have ierrnr, and avoid them. As to the 1ſt, in C 
Firf, THAT God the Father, and Jeſus Chriſt his Son, Þ with 
have Churches on Earth, is teſtified by aImoſt all the Epiſt'es, | Cha 
in the New Teſtamert. In 1 Cor. 1. 2. To the Church of Gol mig 
at Corinth. Alloin the 2d Epiſt. and Ver. I. To the Church Nor V 
of God which rs at Corinth. And in Chap. 1. Ver. 2. of the Ni! 
Epiſt, to the Galations, U fh Church of Galatia. Grace be Ft:r4 
to you, and Pace from God the F:ther and the Lord Jeſus Chrift, Kia 
And in 2d Epiſt. to the Theſſalumans, Chap. I. Ver. 1. Unto the . 
Church «of the The ſſalonians, in God the Father, and in the Lord And 
Jeſu Chriſt. The different way, the Ayoß le uſed to expreß ak 
imſelf, - doth carry the ſame Weight and- Streneth; to prove Iman 
what is before advanced, (to wit) That God the Father, and ÞFoli 
gore. 

1 SHALL now enquire what a true conſtituted Church ef 19 
God, or of Chriſt, is. | | | 2 
A TK UE Church of Chriſt is compoſed of a Company ct Þ . 
Believers in Chriſt, congr-gited together by mutual Conſent, . 
ſcription given in hisGoſrel Ce. i.) in the New Teſtament of Huy 
his Son. From this ſhort Deſcription of a true Church of Chill, Nou 
you may obſerve, the Matter of a true Church is Believers, ſun bec 
2s are capable of forming themſelves into a Body, by a mutu Ti 
RE SD | ; a 3 Agrce- | 


4 — TS 2 KK „„ 


* 
Agreement, giving up themſelves to watch over one another, 
o and to congregate together to worfllip God, accordirg to his 
: © Appointments, and to Keep up tie Ordinances of his Houſe, 
ani to obſcrve his Word to be our Rule, and that his Word is 
July preach'd amongſt them. You may alſo obſerve, that a true 
Church, hath full Power in her ſelf, to conſtitute and organize 
I Ther ſelf; end being by mutual Conſent become a Body, is inde- 
I pendent of any other Power, or Sett of Eccleſiaſti xs, to make 
Ich em more compleat than what they have or can make them- 
je Nfelves. Now, having given you a ſhort Deſcription of what a 
true Church is compoſed of, and the Power lodg'd in her, J 
7 (ſhall proceed to prove it a Duty, for a Church to keep it ſelf 
e pure; and that | thall do by ſhewing the Reaſonableneſs of ir, 
Why all Churches of Chriſt ſhould keep themſelves pure, from 
is # the Pollutions of the World and Doctrines cf Men. 
yh Fit. bE CAU>E God the Father hath choſen his Church 
in Chriſt, before the Foundation of the World to be Holy, and 
n, | without Blame before him in Love, Epy-ſ. 1. Ver. 4. and in 
s, | Chap. 5, 27. the Reaſon is rendered for what End, that he 
might preſent it to himlelf a Glorious Church, not having Spot 
er Wiinckle, or any ſuch thing, but that it ſhould be Holy and 
EE»: hout Blemiſh. 1 Pet. 2 Chap. 9 Ver. But je are a choſen Ge- 
gration, a royal Prieflhocd, an holy Nation, a peculiar Pecple, 
[2:0/0us of good Works. 5 „„ 
e Secondly, BECAUSE God the Father, and Cod the Son, 
And God the Holy Ghoſt, hath required it of his Church, both 
fs ip the Law, and under the Goſpel. *Tis the ſpecial Com- 
ve en of Heaven; that his Church and People do preſs after 
nd FFolineſs, in Levit. 20. Ver. 7, 8. Sanctife your ſelves thers- 
re, and be ye Holy, fer am the Lord ycur God, and ye ſhall 
ot Weep my Statutes and do them, I am the Lord which Sant iſia 
you. My Statutes, and not Mens, that are ſet up in Oppoſitioh. 


cy mine; but be % holy in all manner of Converſation ; for 1 
nt, n holy ſazth th? Lord. Another Peaſon, 5 


re- Thirdl). BECAUSE ſeſus Chriſt laid down his Life, not 
0! ey to redeem his Church from ete nal Death, but that Ste 
11, Would be Holy without Spot or Wrin kle. To yield compleat 
uch {Obedience to his Laws, and full Conformity to the divine Will, 
u Titus. 11. For the Grace of Cod that bi ingeth Salpation, bath. 
ce-iN OOO 0 pee 
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apprared wo all dun, teaching 
looking for that bleſſed Hhpe, and the glorious appear ing of thy 


, 4 


great God, and our S:viour Feſus C'rift, wha gave himſelf for 
uc, that be might redecin us 
bimſelf a peculiar People, zealais of good Works, Belovel 


from all Iniquity, and purify unto 


Friends, if we are got into a Church-State, Jet us not flatter 


our ſelves that we are ſafe, and may now take our Eaſe, leaf 


we greatly deceive our ſelves ; for our Work for God is but 
of a young Date. Tis even then at our going into a Church. 


State, that we engage ourſelves to act for God, in a more thu 
common Manner. Now we have engaged our ſelves to ſer 
our Lord and Maſter; and tis of ſuch as you that are lifted: 
under his Banner, that he expects to be zcalous for his Hononſ 
and to be careful to maintain good Works, *Tis for this Cauſf 
Jeſus Chriſt laid down his Life and ſhed his precious Bloc 


that he might redeem his People from all Iniquity. 


- ; Fpurthly, IO demonſtrate, That the Churches of God th 
Father, and Jeſus Chriſt his Son, ought as much as poſſible, wh": 
to keep themſelves pure, both in Doctrine and Practice; is, bl 
_ cauſe it's one great Defign, that God had in calling them o 
of the Rubbiſh of the World: And, to be otherwiſe than tl 
Purity, gives their Profeſſion the Lye ; for every one that gira 
: Himſelf up to a Right conſtituted Church, doth profeſs to cf 
to Sin, and to live unto God, in newneſs of Life; they tai: 
God the Father to be their Lord, and profeſs to be govern d 
Juſt, and Good; they take [el 
Chriſt his Son to be their Prophet, to teach them, their Pri 
to attone for them, and their King to rule over them; hl 
they give themſelves up to him, as their Head and Husbanl 


bis Laws, which are Holy, 


which State admits of no Diſputes or Heſitations at Bis Law 
here they give themſelves up to the holy Spirit, to be their $1 


_ Qiher and Cleanſer from all Iniquity, Eh. 2. 19. and onws 


the Apoſtle there ſpeaking of the growing of the Church, fait 


Now therefore y2 are na more Strangers and Foreigners, Oi 


fellow Citizens with the Saints and of the Houſehold of God, at 
are buj't upon the Found tion of the Prophets and Apoſlles, | 
ſus Thrift being the chief Corner Stone, in whom all the Builii 
Fife; framed tegether, groweth up to a holy Temple in — 


- 
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us to deny all Ligodlineſs ani{for « 


worldly; Luſts, and to live ſuberly and godly in this preſent Worlz no | 
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f for an Hobitation of Cod through the Sprit. And ſo they are 
no longer their own, but have given themſelves up, by a Mar- 
„I giage Relation, to be ruled and governed by his Laus. 

„ THE next Thing before me, is to demonſtrate, that it's 
l the only way for the Churches of Chriſt to keep themſelves 
el pure, by marking thoſe that cauſe Diviſions and Offences, con- 
ei trary to the true Doarine of Chriſt, which they have learn'd, 


and to avoid them, (i. e.) expell them out of their Societies. 


u But 1 would priemiſe, | 
Hirst. THAT I do not mean by the Word (Only) that no 
other Means ſhould be uſed, as Prayer, and good Advice, and 
nel the like; but after, when all due Means have been uſed, and 
they fail, then you muſt not foil of uſing this, To keep the 
Body pure from corrupt Do&rines, which will effectually do it, 
hat is) to mark thoſe that bring them in, and expell them out 
Bf your Societies, For the Demonſtration of this, I ſhall give 
Fithcſe Reaſons. „„ 
Frſt. THE Reaſon why it's the only way, is, becauſe God 
12th preſcribed this way as in our Text, He that is Wiſdom it- 
elf, knows that the beſt way to preſerve his Churches, from 
Forrupt Doarines, is to Mark thoſe that bring them, and awd 
bem, We are fond of following the Advice of Men of Figure, 
je n caſe of any Danger of Mortification, which happens to any 
art of our Body, altho' the Operation propoſed by the Surgeon 
very hard, rather then the whole Body ſhould periſh by Ne- 


ai let of Means, and yet tis pollible, that this ſkilful Man, or 
e an of Figure, may be out: But my Friends, this great Ope- 
);iof&ator, who works all Things after his own Coun:il, cannot fail 
beet the right way to preſerve his Body the Church: Therefore, 
dan det not Fear on one Hand, nor Preſumption on the other, cauſe 
au ou to negle& the uſing of the Preſcription given in our Text, 


t deing from Heaven, and not of Men : We may, and ought to 
onclude it the only right way, to expell rhoſe out, who brin 
orrupt Do&rines, Unto which, agreeth the Apoſtle, in 2 Cor. 
14. Where ſaith the Apoſtle, Be ye not unequally jcałk d with 
Inbelievers ; for what Fellowſhip hath Righteouſneſs with Un- 
iphteouſneſs ? And what Gommumon hath Light with Dark- 
jeſs? And what Concord hath Chrift with Belial ? Or, u hat Part 
ath he that believes with an Infidel. He goes on further to ſet 
vith, the Unreaſonablenefs 11 carrupt Dodtrines being ſuffer d, 
5 | as 
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as in Ver. 16. Ana what Agreement hath the 'Lenipie Of God 
with Idols? For ye (faith he) -i. e. (the Church of God) are the 
Temple of the Irving God, as God hath ſaid, Iwill dwell in they, 


and walk m them, and 1 will bes their God, and they ſhall be jy 


Peopl;, From theſe * — of theſe Apoſtle! in Ver. 17. he 


draws this concluſion; Wherefcre come out from among them, 


and be je ſeperate, and touch not the unclean Thins, and / [ will re. 


ceine jou; and 1 will be a Father unto you, and yz [hall be my 


Sens and Daughters, ſaith the Lord Alnnghty. As if the A. 
poſtle had ſaid, Be not afraid, O gracious Soul! to go on in this 
ſo good a W ork, to keep Error our of the Church, or to expel] 
thoſe that bring 1 it in. Or, if thou canſt not do that, then come 
out thy ſelf, and J will own thee in ſo doing, and aſſiſt thee, az 


my Sons and Daughters; and I will manifeſt my ſelf to thee 


as a Father, an! thou ſhalt be aſſiſted and fu pported by me, who 
am able to do it, for] am God Almighty, This Word Almigh. 
ty, ſcems to carry in it, that it's a Work of greet Difficulty, t 
encounter with the Errors of the Times; and that gracious 
Souls are apt to be afraid how they ſhall go through it: Bur You 
have not the leaſt Reaſon to doubt of Succeſs, for God that 
hath called you to this Work is the Almighty God; and *tis hi 
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Will, and the way of his own Appointment; and, therefoie, 7 

Feaſt 
the only way for Churches to keep themſelves pure. Nothing! 1 
more plain in the New Teſtament, than that tis not only a way 95 


or means to keep corrupt Dod ines out of Chuiches but where 
they are got in, and ſo fix d in the Church that the cy are not to 
be got out by all due means uſed to that End, then tis the Du- 
ty of every Chriſtian, whoſe Eyes are open'd to ſee thoſe corrupt 
Poarines to come out from among them, and be ſeparate frem 


them. I thall add two or three Reaſons to inforce this Duty, 


and then anſwer ſome Objections, 
THE Firſt Reaſon is, Becauſe corrupt Doctrines are infedi. 


ons : I fay, it's the Duty of Churches to keep themſelves pure 


from corrupt Doctrincs, becauſe they are infectious; tis of 1 
poiſonous.Quality, 


Sin in a Church is like the Leprofi je, or tht 


Farne 


Plague in a Houſe which is infected, as you have it in Levit. 12 
24., where you have Diretions from the Lord himſelf, what to c 
with the Houſe, into which he ſhould ſend the Leproſie or Plague, 
and when all Means were made uſe of, as direfed by the Lord, 
do fail, then to pull down the Stones of the Wall, and to cal 


them 


(15) 
them out into an unclean Place; which fully holds forth to us; 
that corrupt Doctrines ought not to be kept in a pure Church, 
The whole Paſſage is worth our reading: And, is it not common 
among Men, if they have a Tooth that is rotten to pull it out, 
chat it infect not the reſt adjoining to it? And thoſe that keep 
Fruit are often looking over them, to take out the Defedlive, 
leaſt they corrupt all that are about them: And, can we think 
io ſuffer corrupt Doarines in the Church of God, and yet pre— 
J ſerve the Body undefiled thereby? It's not to be done. You 
and the Apoſtle Paul faith, 1 Cor. 5. 6. Know yor nt that a 
* liitl: Leaven leaveneih the whole Lump. This, Church of Co- 
| rint h, had ſuffered One to continue among them that was guilty 
© Hof Fornication, which the Apoſtle look d upon to be very dit- 
honourable to God; therefore commanded them that when they 


were gathered together, in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, to deli- i 
over ſuch a One to Satan for the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, that 0 
the Spirit may be ſaved in the Day of the Lord. Know you not 1 
o that a little Leaven læaveneth the whole Lump? Purge out, FY 
berefore, the old Leaven, that ye may be a new Lump, as he 1 
ere unleauened. (i. e.) As you profeſs your felves to be dead N 
a Wo Sin, ſo ſhould you live in newneſs of Life unto God; for Cl! 
eren Chriſt our Sacrifice is Holy: Let us, therefore, keep the | 
Ie 


F-aft not with old Leaven, but with the unleavened Bread of 
Pincerity and Truth, But, r 
Secondly, BECAUSE it's the Duty of every Chriſtian in 
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ele particular, and of all true Churches of Jeſus Chriſt, ro contend 
o uneſtly tor the Faith once deliver d to the Saints, as you have 1 
.it in Jude Epiſtle, Ver. 3. When I gabe all Diligence to write 0 
Ke nto you of the common Salvntion, it was needful for ine to- it 


write unto jou, and exhort you, that you contend earneſil; for 


— _ 
— 


g Faith once delivered to the Saints. In the next Ver. gives q 
e Reaſon why it was ſo needful to give them this Advice, be- | | 

OL Npuſe, There are certain Men crept in unawares, who wore of | 

u Wd ordained: to this Condemnation, ungoily Men, turning the 

mn race of Gad into Laſcrowſneſs; and denympg the only Lord 


d, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Whether they deny'd his Di- 
ntyor his Humanity, I cannot determine; but they then de- 
d our Lord Jeſas Chriſt ; and ſo do ſome now, that are crept ' 


, 155 
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BY Ito the Church of Chriſt : And we have need to be flirred up 
1 ch this Exhortation, To contend earwefly for the Faith once + 
15 2 1 deliver d 


C16) 
deliver'd to the Saints, Even ſo contend às not tobe at Eafe in a 
Ston, whilſt any of theſe corrupt Perſons are in the Church ot & 
Gad; eſpecially ſuch as are Trumpeters of a new Goſpel. But ve 
the Third Reaſon why we thould endeavour to keep the Church Þ be 
ok God pure from corrupt Doctrines, is, _ 

Thirdly. BE CAUSE the Suffering corrupt No@rines in the 

Church of God is very provoking to God; God fo highly re. 
ſents it, that he threatens the Churches guilty of it, to ſpew (þ 
them out of his Mouth, Rev. 2. 12. Youll find it written to 
the Church of Fergamus, That he who hath the ſharp Sword 

with two Edges, faith, I know thy Works, and where thou dwel. Þ 

left, and thou holdeft faſt my Name, and haſt not deny d in wi 
Faith. (which is ſpoken more in their Praiſe than it can be ſaid of Þ 
ſome of us) But what follows? J have a few Things againf Þ i 
tee, becauſe thou haft then that hold the Doctrine of Balaam, 
wo caſt a ſtiuubling Block before the Children  lirael. $ 
alſo haft thou them that hold the Doctrine of the Nicolaitan, Þ 
which Hing 1 hate, ( faith the Lord Obſerve, they are not! 
charged as a Church that owns ſuch Things, but have ſuch that 
do own them: Or, for ſuffering ſuch to abide amongſ then, © 
that own corrupt Doctrines. This is fo reſented by the Lord u 
if they did own it themſelves. Repent, therefore, ( faith ou, 
Lord) of thts great Evil, or elſe I will come quickly and fot r 
againſt thee with the Sword that is in my Mouth, And to the! 
Church of Laodiræd. he threatens her, ro ſpew her out of his 
Mouth for being Lukewarm, What can we expect then that! 
are grown ſo cold, that ſcarce any Life is to be found among! 
us for the Purity of God's Houſe? Or, for what Errors are got El 
in amongſt us? Or, how it goes with the Church? 3 Fea 

* Fuurthly. AN OT H ER Reaſon 18, Becauſe it becomes $ - 
Chriſtiars, as they are Chriſt's Soldiers, to be valiant for the] 
Truth, and to fight againſt Error; every Chriſtian that hatt] 
given himſelf up to a true Church, hath, or ſhould, firſt gin 
himſelf up to Chriſt as his Captain, and to be Chriſt's faithfulÞ 

Souler, and as ſuch to be at his Command, to wear his LiveyÞ* 
zin all Godlineſs and Honiſty, and to fight under his Banner 3. 
gainſt the Fleſhand the Warld, the Devil, and the falſe Churb x 
or corrupt Doctrine, being all Enemies to our Captain Jeſus :Þ 
And as we are Soldiers, we ought to endure Hardneſs at gon ec 
Soldiers of Feſus Chrift, 2 Tim, 2. 3. To endure Hardneſs u one 
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in a goed Soldier, is not at the firſt Attack to give out, and leave 
of B the Cauſe ; but if hard beſet and foiled, to rally again, and ne- 
ut ver give Way to Chriſt's Enemies to poſſeſs his Church, but to 
h be reſtleſs, till they that hold corrupt Decttines are expell'd 

out of it. „ 
e BUT here ſome do abject, and ſay, What can I, or two or 
e- | three poor Men do, when the Majority, and even our Miniſter, 
do eſpouſe the Cauſe, and put fine Gloſſes on corrupt Doctrines, 
and declare he's of the ſame Judgment with thoſe we oppoſe. 


to 

d Firſt. Janſwer, if the Cale be ſo, and you have good Proof 
L for it out of his Mouth, take no Notice of fine Glofles, but 
„with all Humbleneſs of Mind, tell it to the Church, and with 


in Oppoſition to this corrupt Doctrine delivered; and wherein is 
n, doth appear to derogate from the Word of God, and Analogie 


of Faith, as the Church agreed to ſet down upon. Preſs the 


Church with S.riptures to do their Duty, as in our Text, To 
mark th: ſe that bring in corrupt Dodtrines and avoid them; 
tand after waiting and praying, and exhorting the Church to 
m, | their Duty, and all failing, deſire a Letter to another Church, 


and if that is deny'd thee, hearken to what the Apoſtle faith, 


receive you, ſatth the Lord. Be ye ſeperate from them, and J 
will own you, and be a Father to you, Wherefore the Apoſtle 
goes on in the next Chap. to improve this Promiſe to encourage 
douls in the Diſcharge of their Duty, Havr g therefore theſe 


Far of Cod. 
e Second Object.) BU ſurely this muſt not be done, if it 
he ſhould, what will become of the Churches, or what will they 


un come to, if on every Occaſion, one muſt have a Letter to ano- 


ive ther Church? | 

3 IANSW ER, Iwill be no Excuſe at the Great Day, for 
che Neglet of our Duty, to ſay, We could not tell what would 
be the Event of Churches doing their Duty: For if we dif- 


ich Fharge not the Duties God hath required of us, we have more 
15 Cauſe to fear, what will be the Event of our Neglect. When 
we conſider the Promiſe God hath made to us, in the doing of 


ene Duty, and the Threats pronounced. againſt us on our Ne- 


I * 
. 
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T2 


all Tenderneſs and Faichfulneſs, prove the Truth, as it is in Jeſus, 


2 Cr. 6. 17. Wherefore come out from amongſt ti em, and] will 


Promiſes (dearly beloved) let us cleanſe? our ſelves from all 
or Þ 1 Filthineſs, both of Fleſh and Spirit, perfeciing Holynefs in the 
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leg. And as Edigcation is one chief End of Church-Com- if 
munion, we thou!“ purſue it in all religious Motions; and when n t 
corrupt Dos tries age got into a Church, and are connived at, the , 
or propagated, there can be no Editication to the ſerious Soul, Beli 
that defircs the fincere Milk of the Word, that he may grow | Inf 
thereby: So that ſuch a Soul muſt either get Error ont of 2 trad 
Church, or get out himſelf e And if this Duty of Expelling was to b 
Haichfull; performe d, there would be no Need of aſking for Letten. F 

Th rd Object. } SO ME object further, and ay, If any one ten 
is diſſfuisfiel with any thing the Church doth, be fhould entu I Fu. 
his Prot & againſt it and Keep his Place in the Church. 84 

IAN SWE R, The Votes for this Opinion, are more for f inte 
Peak than for Purity, for a great Name in the World, than for 
a good Name for God. This Do-rine of entring a Proteſt i ls 
of the bottomleſs Pit; it was begot by the Devil and Miiwiy'd 
into the World bv the Pope, and hath been hitherto nurſt vp 
by the Clergy of almoſt all Perſwaſions: IJ was in at this Door, 
doubtlets, that the Church of Rome received her Errors at rl. 
If this Dotrine take Place with us, there is no Room for that 
Doctrine, that faith, To the Law end to the Teſtimon), ani if 
they ſpeak nit according tat his Word, li becauſe they hav? 1 
Light: in them, Iſiah; & "doc It this Doctrine can be allow 
of in any Caſe, then farewell that 1 octriue that hath been ſo 
long contended for by all Proteſtants, (viz.) That the Word 
of God oughr to be our Rule for Faith and Patience. All the 
Seripturcs chat have or may be mentioned, ſignifieth nothing; 
Sin and Satan may dwell together in the Church by Allowance, 
only Sin and Satan muſt he kept up in one Corner with this thin 
Partition of bearing a Teſtimony againſt them. I cannot omit 
ſpeaking in the Behalf of Diſſenting Miniſters' on this Head; 
I never heard one of them that have preach d up this rotten Do- 
ctrine amongſt their own People; or preach'd up to any one 
that came off from others to join with them that they ſhould 
have entfed their Proteſt and have kept their Places; but with 
all Readineſs reccived them, and gave them EncouragemeRt to 
go on iu the Ways of Helinefs, as they ſhould reccive Light 
from the Lord, (in which they a well) But if this be a war- 
rantable Per aQice tn: bear a Tefiimony, and keep their Places, e 
Why mould not the Preſbyterians tell the Church of England W ha 


Men, that come to join with them, That they eught to continue . i 
in 4 


© 
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in that Church in which they were call'd? And why mould not 
the Baptiſt Miniſter tell the Preſbyterian that is convinced of 
Belieyers Bapriſm, that they ought to bear his Teſtimony againſt 
Infant Baptiſm, and keep his Place? I fay their PraSice con- 
apa this Dodrine; and the Foundation of it ſeems to me, 
to be nothing elſe but Prict-Cy: fr, to ſecure the Fleece. | 
Furt hh.) BU it may be objected by ſome, that it is writ- 
ten in Hb. 13. 17, That we ſhould Obey then that have the 
Fule ver us, and ſubmit cur Jeloe s, for they. watch for on 
Souls. Some ſay that it's not the Miniſter as fach that is here 
intended; notwithſtanding it is one of the great Eulwaiks that 
they fly to, if attack 'd. 
Hr. IT cannot be the Miniſters here intended, | becauſe 
they are forbid Lording it over God's Heritage, 1 Pet. 5.24 
: Which if *twere they intended in theſe Words to be ſubmitted: 
to, there, would be a Contrad i gion in Scripture, which there is 
* 
not; that Miniſters are neither named nor intended; for the 
; Author of this Epiſtle, is in this Chapter ſetting forth, Dutics 
Jreligiouſly to be obſerved by us, in the ſeveral Stations God hath 
7 [placed us in, Firſt as Brethren to love one another; to enter- 
tain Strangers; and to remember them that are in Ponds and 
Lal" the Comlineſs of Marriage, the Ped being undefiled, and 
0 on to many Duties becoming Chriſtians, of which choſe 
Words brought are very comprehenſive cf Duties of Inferiors 
ho Superiors, the like yon have in 1 Pet. 2. 18. As alſo, in Col, 
g. 27. And Tit. 2. 9. Shewins that it becomes every Chriſtian 
in the Place and Station God hith placed them in, to be ſubje& 
0 their Superiors. As if the Apaſtle had ſ:id, or did then 
nnd, or was afraid, that ſuch a Sp; rit would ren) Chriſtians; 
1 x5 to think, becauſe they are raue! t into ſo near a Relation as 
Brethreii, that all Obedierce of Inferiors to Superiors was de- 
ſtroy d, and made null; but inftead of which, he confirms the 
Obedience of Inferiors to Superiors, and gives this as a freſh 
q ommand to us, to ſubmit our ſelves to thoſe that have the 
Rule over us, 'thoſe our Superiors ; that it can be no other O- 
; $:dience required of us, but to juch as have a lawful or civil 
ight over us, as Parents or Maſters : I urge for Conſideration 
That the Apoſtle never claimed it as due to \ himſclE, but told: us 
That he was 15 Churches Servant for Chriſt's Sake: So that He 
ad not this Power to require Obedienge to bis Will. But, 
Ff 5 | Secondly, 
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 Sxcondly. BECAUSE then every Miniſter would have © 
Power to make Laws Obligatory to all their Community, which I f 
our reformed Miniſters do wholly difown, = 4 

BUT now let us confider the Text it ſelf, and then wel 1 
Nate the Queſtion, whether it be Miniſter or Civil Governor, 10 
(this Ruler) whether the Obedience here required is limited, ſe] 
or unlimited; if unlimited, then every Miniſter muſt be a Pore 8 
in his own Precin&s : We muſt alfo ſuppoſe, that it God had s: 
required Obedience from us to all the Commands of the Mini- an 
ſter, then we muſt ſuppoſe alſo, that God hath endowed all lis BY M1 
Miniſters with ſuch Qualifications, as to require Nothing of us, Þ th. 
but what is agreeable to his Divine Will; and then every Mi. Fo 
niſter muſt be a Pope, being infallible. All the Conveniercy RG 
that T can ſee in this Doct: ine, beſides what accrews to tle in 
Miniſter, is, that we ſhall have no Need of ſending over Se: the 
for Bulls and Pardons ; for there will be enough at Home, to 001 
thoſe that are open handed. But to return, it we fay the Ten mi 
is to be underſtood of a limited Obedience, as none will take t. 
npon them to ſay otherwiſe, then this Text will do them ro 
Service for the Purpoſes for which ir is brought; for then ti: 
Meaning of the Text muſt be this, You muſt obev them tha (8 
have the Rule over you, whether Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, as you 
find their Commands agreeable to the Word of (iod; and then 
the Obedience here is not what Man requires, but what Gol | 
commands: And when the Miniſter requires that of ny under! 
his Care (as they call it) that he cannot produce ths Word of 
God for his Command, is of no Force; for we are commantel BY 
to follow them as they follow Chriſt. Be ye followers of me a 
Jam of Cbriſt, faith the Apoſtle ; and fo this great Bulwark uM 


razed to the Ground. 1 
Firfthh. ) SOME otjet, and ſy, there ſhould be a dub. 
jection to the Majority of Voices, without which nothing ca On. 

be determined, „ | = 
TO this I anſwer, That in ſome ſmall Circumſtance the Mz: 14 
pority may determine, As where to meet to ſerve God, 0 4, ſepa 
what Time of the Day, or the like; this not touching Coch: 


ſcience, may be fo determined; but any thing touching the Con 

frience, cannot be binding by a Majority; tis not the Myltitu«W 

of Voters for corrupt Doctrines ſhould be binding, but cath"; 

excitcing thereto, ſtznd vp for thy Lord and Maſter, and jo | 
OE ER e 05 Os." ES \ \ end! 
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E 
fence of his Doctrine, expoſe thy ſelf, And as for the Vote of 
the Majority of a Church to be binding on the Mino ity, to 
ay no worſe, is down right Popery, This Doctrine ſ pps the 
Foundation of the Proteſtant Religion; thould this be granted 
as Orthodox, then the Church of Rome is, and remains, a true 
; Church, notwithſtanding the Errors thereof; and tlic Pope him- 
d, Þ ſelf hath Power to command Obedience to his Laws. This 
e appears ver» conſpicious upon a Suppoſition, that a true Church 
d of Chriſt, have Power in themſelves to bring in a new Doctrine, 
and impoſe it on the Conſciences of their poor Brethren, by a 
Majority of Voices: For, it the Churches now have ſuch Au- 


Tower in the primitive Times: If then, when the Church of 
"I Rome began to Apoſtatize, or ſuffer erronious Doctrines to creep 
de in zmongſt them, doubtleſs it was done by a Majority; and by 


er the ſame Reaſon we may conclude, that alter the Mojority had 
to governd ſome Time, and perhaps found it troubleſome, they 
ba | might chuſe Twelve or Twenty Four, which in the Church of 
Kom are call d Cardinals; atlength to make it more eaſy, choſe 
Dy 4 One out of this Number (as they do to this Day) to be Chriſt's 
2 WR Vicar, by the Majority of Voices, to prevent troubleſome De- 


bates, that perhaps did often ariſe, Now, to prote® this new 


the Church, what is or ſhall be Orthodox, and what not; and 


I" <z 


ei Majority of the Church it felt, being choſen by them to that 
aforeſaid Office. So that if the Majority of Voices muſt deter- 
mine Matters binding on the Conſciences of the Minority, then 
the Church of Rome is yet a true Church, aud the Pope infalli- 
ble, and all that have ſeparated fiom them are guilty of & hiſm. 
BUT, I ay, The Majority have no Fower-to impoſe on the 
Conſciences of the Minority, altho' ſuch à Minority be only 
One ſingle Perſon : Therefore, I conclude, the Chu:choft Rome 
Ito be Aproſtatized from the Truth, and becc men falſe Church, 
and that the Pope is fallible as other Men; and that thoſe who 


| 
Weparated from the Church of Rowe at firit, were not guilty af 
that ſuffers corrupt Doctrines to be brought in among them, 
and dent diſcharge this Duty of marking the Bringer of them 
and expell them out) be guilty of Schiſm. 

n Fifthly 


TOE IT TS NE nog "O45 


5, Þ thority to rule and govern the People, then they had the ſame 


o WDodrine, it's eſtabliſh'd with Infallibility, and the Majority of 


this Man being choſen by the Majority of the Church, is the 


chiſm; neither will auy one that ſeparates from any true Church 


( 22 
Fifthly.) ONE Objection more, and it is that which makes. 

a great Noiſe in the World amongſt all Perſwaſions, but moſt thit 
at Nope; and that is, That there mould be no Schiſm in the exp! 
Body: But Separation on any Ac ount F.om a Church is a Schiſm Bro- 
in the Body; therefore a Separation is not to be all-wd of on lan. 
any Terms whatſoever, 1 Cor. 12. 15. This Objection J am that 
apt to think was firſt advanced in the Church of Rome; ct byte 
ſome Authors tell us, that the Heathen made a great Noiſe wit the! 
this Word On, when the Papiſts broke off from them, to tiſts 
own a God and Jeſus Chriſt: However, it's paſt all Doubs cone 
that the Chur h cf Rome did, and fill do, uſe this Word, Ro witt 
the great Support to the introducing and keeping up the Supe: and 
ſtitious Errors that are amongſt them; for, tis very probable e 
that when Errors d'd firſt creep into the Church of Nos e, the that 
People were ſtartled at them, and poſſibly made Oppoſition . Priv 
gainſt them, and to cool the Zeal of the People, and carry oof” h 
their Deſign of eftabliſhing Error by an Arbitary Power, the have 
franrd this Word Schiim, into a moſt diſmal and frieh tere! 
Idea; as if it was a damnable Thing to be guilty of Schiſm, vi 
jet there never be fo much Cauſe for it: And, tis almoſt the eches 
ſame with all Proteſtants, of what Name ſoever, they are that 
diſtingviſhech to frighten che People out of that Sen e that Gol they 
hath given them, tamely to ſummit to the D1Qates of their Mee 
niſters; which is too much the Caſe at this Dan, even amore} offer 
Proteſt int Diſſenters, the more to be lamented, The Unten Dur) 
ſonableneſs of this Objection, by Proteſtants, is very appz1eit nth 
wit) were guilty of the ſame Fact within Memory, For thoſe Dod 
the other ſide of the mighty Water, that call themſelves infil bat 


lible, have ſome Pretence of Reaſon, to blame thoſe who ſl, N 
1rated from them, on a Suppoſition, that they kdlieve then Odi. 
ſelves fo to be: But for Proteſtants, who are in the Prad = r 
themſelves, to condemn others for it, (to ſay no worſe) is veñi 
unreaſonable, Our r Domeſtick Hiſtories do furniſh vs with ant 
Account how the Reformation began in England, anc ut "e 
what Foot we caſt off the Pope's Yoak ; and with what Difficulyſ 1 

the Retormition was c:rry'd on to eitabliſh the Church of Er wo 
lan l for a true Proteſtant Church, fo fir as it is: And, now. f te 4 
. theſe very People to condemn thoſe for Schiſmaticks t' t differ! here 
from them, and they but Diſſenters them Ives fiom the Chur * 
rer 


of Rome, is unreaſonable, An Inſtance of this you have ! f 
Wo all 
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that great, and tis to be hoped, good Man, Biſhop IV:{ſor. in his 
expluning the Word Schiſm, who cha'igeth the Antbubriſts and 
Browniſts with Schiſrq, in diflenting from the Clurch of Exg— 
land. Furthermore, is it not the ſame with aN] other Froteſtants, 
that have ſeparated trom the Church of England? The [ics 
Myron he condemns the Indepcnde:.t and the Baptiſts, for 
yer Separation hom them And to jay no better cf the Bip- 
outs than of the reſt of the Proteitanis, they are as ready to 
condemn and fſenſvre all as S:nifmaticks, that will not fall in 
Fo with them, or dillent from Apoſtitizing with them imo new 
„and rotten Doctrines, as A jj“uianiſm an A ian iu, that 1s 


be chat altho they do own chemſelves liable to err and that it 15 the 
„ Priviledgc of every Member of any Society, to be Fully ſutisfied 
in his judgment, that he falls in wih no Dcdrines but what 
have the Word of God for their Warrant and Defence: Yet 
are they as forward intl is as any other People. All they can 
ſay in their Defence is, that they be true riaht conſtituted Chur- 
ches, tho' not infallible Na, the Church of Pome can ſay, 
that the were onee, a right conſtituted Church: But, we ſay 
they ale fallen, and hercfore, it's lawful, nay a Duty, to ſe- 
perare from tem: $5 likewiſe, muſt we own, if we will not 
offer Violence to our Reuſon, that ris as lawful, and as much 2 


hith been 11 it's Conſtirution, when it ſhall Apoſtatize in it's 
Doctrine or Practice; nor may we account them guilty of chiſm 
hat ſo do. | 

Nou let us conſi der the Text, brought to ſupport this great 
n MObjedion, in Cor. 12. 25. Thai there ſhould be no Schiſm in 
the Bid, 'Tis beyond all Diſpute, that this Church of Coranth 
vas fallen into many and great Diſorders, and ſome Body had 
manſmitted them to rhe Apoitle Pau tor his Advice what to do; 
he Apoſtle as a faithful Servant of Chriſt, gave his Advice to 
one Thing after another, as you may obferve throughout the 


75 rhole Epiſtle; and in the Chapter in which theſe Words are, 
1 he Apoſtle inſinuates as if it had been ſuggeſted to him, I hat 
3er here were ſome amongſt them, that were ſo advanced in their 
en EE RP 2 a 

w_ een Opinion of ſpiritual Gifts above ſome of their poor Bre- 
BY hren, that they were even ready to deſpiſe and conternn thoſe 


«ff an inferior Stature totliemſelves. Lis very probable that thoſe 
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now advancing amongſt them, to their Shame be it ſpoken; 


Duty to ſeparate from any modern Church, how pure ſoever it 
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them not. But, conſider, that tis the Wiſdom and Goodnc's 
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3 3 4 Ds . F No 
ſo lifted up in their own Conceit of their great Attainments in int 


ſpiritual Things, were rich allo in the 1 hinss of this Life. (even are 
as tis at this Day) and the other very poor, which mide them por 
that were rich deſpiſe them, and account them As in ſigiifcam ma 
in the Church of God; which Diſorder the Apoſtle tharply 1e- Ars 
Froves in Ver. 23, 24. of this Chap. and we may obſerve how the 
gently he uſhers in his Reprimand, as if he himſ If had been chr. 
guilty of this or the lie Fault; he puts in himſelf as if he was nui 
one of them that was fo raſh in his Thoughts of his poor Brethren. N whi 
After he had in many Things ſet forth the Wiſdom of God, in Nor! 
fo tempering the Body with Great and Small, Strong and Weak, wa 
that none micht boaſt over another, or accour:t that one hath her 
no Need of the other, as in the preceding Verſes ; he comes in Wrcac 
this 23d Ver. to make a Concluſion of the whole; and ac. Co. 
quaints us, that Thoſe Members, which we think to be leſs hon- Neon 
ourable, on theſe we b-low wore abundant Honour, aud bur Nit is 
uncomely Parts have put on them more abundant Comlineſ's : Fr co i 
or comely Paris have no Ne-d But God. hath ſo temper dvr 
Hod, together, having given more abundant Honour to that Part II th 
weꝛch Tacked, To what End hath God done all this? W. „ 
faith he, That there ſhould be no Schiſm in the Body. As if the 
Apoſtle had ſaid, My Brethren, let us not be lifted up in our 
ow! Orinion and Conceit, that we are better or more delcry- 
ing theſe Gifts and Enjoyments, than our poor Brethren that have 


of God that hath beſtowed them on us, that our uncomely Parts 
might not appear; which might have been much worſe than our 
poor Brethren, that we are ready to deſpiſe ; *Tis of his Grace 
that he hath made any Difference ; and, therefore, let us not be 
puffed up, but know that we are but Stewards for God, and muſt 
be accountable for rhoſe Gifts another Day, both of Temporal 
as of Spiritual Learning: Therefore, fo behave your ſclves to- 
wards your poor Þrethron, with that tender Regard, as to ſuf- 
Ply their Wants, relieve their Neceſſities, fo that there may be 
no Schiſm made in the Body, by your unchiftian Behaviour to- 
wards them: Nay, if you are ftrovg in the Faith, and great in 
Gifts of Knowledge, as you conceit your ſelves to be, yet car) 
it with that Meckneſs and Coudeſcenſion towards theſe your 
poor weak Brethren, as may ſtrengthen their Faith, encourage 


their Hope, ſo that you be by no Means any Stugabling Block 
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in in their Way, and io cauſe a Schiſm in the Body ; but you that 
en] are thus qualiſied with Power and Gifts, fee to it, that your De- 
m portment in the Church of Chriſt is ſuch, that there be no Schiſm 
in made in the Body by your unbecoming Behaviour, So that the 
le- Argument of the Apoſtle ſeems to be a ſtrong Injunction on 
> M the Church, that they make no Schiſm, and not on thoſe Bre- 
en thren who ſe: Cauſe to ſeparate : And, if this be not the ge- 
„as noive Maaming of the *poſile, I mult confeſs my ſelf to be 
en. Þ@ wholly icno ant what it is. The Way to underit: nd Words, 
in Þ or what the Deſian of God is to teach us by his Word, is to 
ak, N wake Uſe of the Context, before and after, as a Key; and then 
ath here s not the leat Pretence, That the Apoſtle ſhould deſign to 
in Ntcach us, thit we thould not ſeperate from 2 Church under any 
ac- Conſideration what ocver, tho' the Church be never fo rightly 
on- Nconſtitoted. If it continues not pure in Doctrine and Practice, 
ur Nit is not ovly Liwful, but a Duty, (as hath bcen before aſſerted) 
Fir Mito ſepar te from it, and not to continue in it, let it Apoſtatize 
% Hrevei fo far, as ſome ſtram their Witts to underſtand it: But, 
art I hell make fome Uie of this Doctrine. | 
by #r/. IS it fo, That it's the only Way to keep the Churches. 
the Hef Chriſt pute, by marking thoſe that introduce new or cor— 
our ur Doctiines and expel] them? Then they that not only ne- 
- ea this Way, but endeavour to bafile thoſe who practice it, are 
ave MWercarly to blame, and are guilty of a Breach of Truſt, Hath | 
col put Miniſters as Watchmen on high Towers, the better | 
arts o obſerve the Approach of the Enemies of the Chu:ch oi God, 
our Mo apprize them of the Danger, and to look after the Affairs of 
ace is Houſe ? And ſhall theſe Men not only refuſe to do their own 
t be ty, but diſ-ourage otbers from doing theirs ? This is a very 
wi {ret Provocation to the Almighty, | 
bra S:cond!ly. FROM hence let us learn to make the Word of 
te- Nod our Rule, and to put in Practice what God hath enjoyned 
u- Neon us, and not to think that we are wiſer than the Almighty, 
be e find out better and ſofter Methods than God hath lett us, 
to- Haath God ſaid, Conrtend earneſtiy for the Faith once deliver d to 
in Saints? And ſhall his Miniſters call ſuch as do ſo, Mala- 
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ai Pert or ſaucy Fellows, and Diſturbers of the Churches Peace? ; 
our Math God ſaid, Mark thoſe Perſons that bring in new Doctriner, 
age Nad expel them? And ſhall Miniſters fay, There are ſome that 
ock We wore corrupt than theſe ; and, therefore, we will Keep thele 
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in, leaſt we ſhould be forced to be glad of thoſe that are worſe? Pro 
Wh:r do thele ſay le's, Than that there are a very bad fort of giſe 
Miniſters coming about, and that we are like to be in a Necef. 


fity of making Ute of them? O my Friends ! Iam afraid there = 
is too much truth in this: Let us, therefore, cry mightily to * 
God, that he would fend Labourers of his own quallifying, and 4» 


not of Mens: Let us fall down before the Lord and con eis ou; 
Fults, in looking ro Men as we have done, and ſay, Surely ti; Co. 
but whit we juſtly deſerve at the Hands of God, for us to hav MM 
| 2 . | _ . tho! 
broken Ciſterns given us, that will not hold the Truth in Up. fo 
rightneſs. I now procecd to the Third Dodrine. Ko 
Third. WHERE thee new Doctrincs are creeping into Nhe 
Churches, and the People are ſo fallen aflecp that they fee it 055 
not, Tis there the great Duty of Miniſters, as Watchmen on MW. 


o 1 . Ka oft 
hizh Towers, to make a Diſcovery thereof, and endeavour a . 
much as in them li.th, to awake the People out of their ſleepy pro 


Frame, and beſeech them to Mar k thoſe that cauſe Diviſions a. Th 
_ 81:007 [t them with Detrines contrary to what they hav: lea nd R. 
auν e av3id thin. The Method 1 propoſe for the Proſecution s 
of this Doctrine is, | N 
Hir ſt. [O prove that Minifters are ſet in the Churches | 
Chriſt as Watchmen on high Towers. | 
Secondiy. THAT it's their Duty, as Watchmen, to endes 
vour as much as in them lies, to appiize the People of theſe ney 
Doctrines, or of any Danger approaching, and to ſtir up tie 
People to mark thoſe that bring them in. 3 
Firſt, THAI Miniſters ars ſet in the Churches as Watch 
men on high Towers. This hath an Alluſion to, or bozrowel 
from a civil Watch, that is fer in a Garriſon o Army, to give 
Notice to others if any Danger be: And fo the Miniſters o 
Chriſt are ſet in the Church of God, to give Warning of the 
Approach of any ſpiritual Enemy. In Fzck. 3. 16. you have i; 
thus, And it came to paſs that the Word of ihe Lord came unt 
me ſuy g, Sor of Man, {have made thee a Watchman unto ti 
 Huſe of Iſrael : Therefore have the Word at thy Mouth, ani 
g ve them Warniny from nie. Nothing can be more full that 
this, That God hath made Miniſters Watchmen, and that the 
are to warn the People, as authorized fo to do from the Lord: 
and in Zſaiab 52. 8. Thy Watchman ſhall lift up his Voice, What 
to do? To warn the People of their Iniquities, and to 7 
5 then 
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them the Danger they are in: But, there are ſome, (as the ſame 
Prophet in Chap. 56. 10. complained of) in "this Office, that 

diſcharge not this Duty of warmng the Peop le, an dthey are 
1 called, Blind Guides; they are ignorant; they are all dumb 
Dogs, the cannot bark. Yea, (ſaith the Prophet) they are 

greedy Deps that cannot have enbougb, and they ere Shepherds 
ud that Lavs no Underſtanding in tho Mind and Will of Cod; every 


j i : | : 
I one looks to hi own Way; every one for his own Ga.n, A plun 
5 WCharacteriſtick how we may know the Watchmen of God from 
Ve | 


(> Guides, Deceivers of the People; and, they are ſuch that preach 
another Goſpel, tho' tis not another, as ſaith the Aroſtle to 


0 the Galatians, who were bewitched by ſome ro give Ear to it, 
i. 3. and throughout the reſt of the Epiſtle, where the A- 
"1 Wroitle moſt excellently reaſons with them about that very Do- 
arne that's now revived, and much applauded of by the carnal 
1! peofeſſors of this Age, to the Grief of Godly Souls, (many, as 
WI hore) that love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and own his imputed 
« Righreouineſs, for their Juſtification, and cannot yet comply 
01 with this new pretended Goſpel. But to return. 

IA, Miniſters are ſet in the Church as Officers in a Gar- 
ion or Guard, that is put therein, to watch for it's Security; 
„ adi tis the proper Work of the Officer, not only to watch him- 
eis but fee that others do it, whoſe Work it is; and for the 
2 better Security of the Garriſon, the Officer marcheth his Rounds 

1. 


in the moſt difficult Hours, to ſee if the Guard is upon their 
Vatch, and to exhort them to fland faſt, and quit themſelves 


cava ur to ſtupify others, as ſome Miniſters now do, to Intro=- 


> ice erronious Doctrines into the Church of God, And can 
1 ny one think, that if an Officer of a Garriſon do thus, and 
Db, eglect his Duty, of apprizing the People of Var gers approach- 
__ and any ore Freeman of this City, ſhould eſry an Ei my 

tinto the Garriſon, and he tells the Officer therecf, and 11 a 
* ririt of Meckneſs reproves the Offi er of his N-gle& dare 


hat Officer ſay, That it's abſurd for the Freeman thus to do, 
Ind that He's a Malapert for ſo doing, ſeeing the Gr:1en is in 
Darger? Or, can we think that the ſnpream G vere of this 
ity or Garriſon, will ſo reſent the good Office cf this F eeman 
hat hath thus diſcharged his Duty, or I ruſt repoſed in him, as 

| 5 to 


thoſe that only call themſelves fo, and are not, but are blind 


like Men, The faithful Officer doth not duze himſelf, and en- 
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„ 
to call him a Malapert? No! No! But he will contrarywit f 
fay unto him, Well done my good and faithful Servant, I wil 2 
make thee Ruler over Ten Cities. Having fully proved tha th. 
Miniſters are ſet as Watchmen on a. high Tower, I procced t 3p 
prove, | _— 
Sec zndly. THAT 'tis the Duty of the Miniſter, as a Watch. 
man, to warn the People, under his Care, of any approaching 
Danger. This is verv plain to be their Duty from the Ning 
of their Office, that God hath called them to, and hith cm. 
manded them to be found in the Practice of, Ezek. 3. G. If the 
Watchman fee the Sword coming, and blow not the Trump, 
and the People be not warned, fo as the Sword rake any away in 
their Iniquity, their Blood will I require at the Hands of tit 
Watchman. Why at the Watchman's Hands ? Becauſe, as i; 
God had ſaid, Becauſe to that End I did put him in that Office 
and have comminded him to give Warning to my Pcople, $ 
if Miniſters ſuffer Errors to crecp into the Churches, and mak: 
not an Outcry againſt them, and warn nat the People, the 
Ruine and Corruption of that People, fhall be required ar thi 
Watchman's Hands : Bur if they are warned, and will ſleep o 
till they are drowned with Error, the Guilt be upon the Feople 
BUT ſome may object, and ſay, that, I have put the Mint 
ſter in particular in the Doctrine, and he's not mentioned in the 
Text; which looks as if I had a Deſign to load him with Du 
ties more than is meet. £ 1 
IAN SWE R as before, Becauſe it's the proper Work of! 
Miniſter, that by his Office he is called to by the Great God, 2 
Hath been before proved. 
Second. T IS to this Work he is called, and ft apart h 


the Church in which he is : And, in this, ſure, he ma 7 
be juſtly faid to be the Churches Mouth, to ſ>cak to be and * 
give them Warning of any Danger ar proaching; but not tt A 
ſpeak for them but as they ſhall direct him. 4 
Thirdly. *'T.1 S becauſe they are gifted and qualified for ti F 
Work, or ought ſo to be that take upon them the Work of \ 
Miniſter, Not to exclude any one Member, to whom Gol: 


ſhall give a diſcerning Eye from being found in the Difchary 
ok this Duty, of being upon his Watch, and from warning th 
reſt of his Brethren : But Miniſters are called, and puticulal 
.quillified, and ſet apart by: the Lord and his People tos ; that 
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5 
vic fore it can be eſteemed no Deſi ign in me to load Miniſters with W 
wih Duties but what God hath done, Ezek. 3. 16, 17. here 
the Lord ipeaks by the Mouth of his p rophet, J have made thut 
a Watchman to the Houſe of Iſrael, They that are called of 
God to this Work, are gifted anc quallified of him for the 
Work. and not by Men. And 1 wott that thoſe that have only 
the Call of Men, would dread the Un lertaking of this Office, 
But to m ke ſome Uſe of! it, 

Fr IF it be ſo, that it's the Duty of the Minifters of the 
ofpel, as Watchmen on high Towers, to give Warnins tothe 
Fl | eoßle, under their Care, of any Danger approaching. Then we 
n jearn from lrence, that thoſe Miniſters who are fallen faſt 
aſl.cp or are in a Juke-waim Frame and Condition, are 
in a very unbecoming Poſture to their Office, :nd altogether 


fi ji to diſcharge the Truft repoſed in them. What can a fleery 
lan do, or ore that is. ſtupified with Error, or byaſs'd by thofe 

1 = are? Nothing but Silence can be expected from him, cr 
if 


hat which 1s worſe. 

Sec:ndly, WE may learn from hence, that thoſe that have 
took upon 1 this Office, and have been entruſted to look 
after a People, as a Shepherd, to feed them with ſound Doctrine, 
and to warn them of Evil; and yet make no Conſcience of do- 
Ing ir, are Traytors to the Kirg of Heaven, who hath put this 
[ruſt in them; and are blind Guides to the People of God that 
killed them to this Work. Oh, diſwal and lamentable will be 
he Condition of thoſe another Day! Or when God ſhall a- 
vaken them out of this ſleepy Frame | But, ſome may aſk me 
tho be thoſe, or how ſhall I know them that a1e thus ſtupified 
and byaſs'd ? I anſwer, 

Firſt. THEY are fuch as mince their Principles: and adapt 
heir Doctri nes to pleaſe Men; to pleaſe the Ears of their beſt 
aymaſters. If they are ſuch in Principle as require it, They 
hen adviſe to preach up practicable Godlineſs, and not to ſer | 
p the People with Notions. As if the eftabliſhing the Teople 
n ſound Pi; inciples of Religion, did ſet aſide, or deſtroy God- 
ineſs. A mere ſhift to evade their Duty. and to pleaſe the 
urſe ; and thoſe that thus do, you have Reafon to conclude, 
te ſome of thoſe Lefore mentioned. 

Secondly. THEY do nt only mince their own Principles, 
ut b endeavour to put a fine Dreſs on others, and plead for 
Charity 
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Charity to be extended towards them; and tell you, they have 
a great deal to ſay for what they own; and fo will paint and 
varniſh them over, that they know to be corrupt in Doctrine, 
that they may preach where they do. And if any one's Eye, 
are ſo opened, as to ſee the Errors delivered, and ſpeak af them, 
*rhen the Miniſter of that People ſay, Tis a Miſtake, and that 

the. Man is as ſound: as himſelf ; which may be true, and ye 


by his thus ſpeaking, the People tall perhaps to ſleep again, 
And*'it any ſhould be ſo valiant for the Truth, as to inſiſt x. 
gainſt the Error, and will not take his Miniſters Word, he i; 
_— a malapert contentious Man, that wants to advance him. 
. ns „% 0-3 2 8 Fon, | 
2 7 FH THEY that refuſe to declare their Principles plain 
ly and fully, and refuſe to preach againſt the Errors of the 1 ime WM 
ate doubtleſs ſome of thoſe blind Guides, *Tas not a ſufficient 
Reaſon for any Miniſter to be filent, or to refuſe to preach x 


-or ſuch a good Man hath embraced it. There is ſuch a famou 


In fine, let their Excuſes be what they will, tis becauſe they ar 
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bad enough. But this Min having been once counted ſound, 


gainſt Arminianiſin, and Arianiſm ; becauſe ſuch a great Man, 
Man that is at a Stand about it; and ſuch a Doctor favours it 


corrupt themſelves, or elſe that they want Faithfulneſs to thei 
Lord and Maſter, and fo are blind Guides to the People. 
1 SAY, let them ſay what they will, believe them not, thy 
are Traytors to the King of Heaven, in having anv Man's Per 
ſon in Eſteem more than the Truths of Jeſus Chriſt, p 
BUT ſome may now aſk me, what ſhall a Perſon, or a FH 
that ſee Errors coming in amongſt them like a Flood, and hav 
made an Alarm, and can't prevail to awaken the People to jou 
- Hive with them, or him, to keep Error out of the Church! 
Why he muſt do his utmoſt to covince the People that tis EV 
ror, and that it ought as ſuch to be purged out; and if the; 
will not be warned, then hearken to the Advice of the Apoſi' 
to the Corinthians 2 Epiſt. Chap. 6. 17. Wherefore come o, 
from amongſt them and I will receive you, and be a Father to q 
What greater Encouragement: can-a'Soukdefire in the Diſcharzi 
of his Duty; notwithitanſting what Men ſhall ſay or do un 
him, than for God to ſay,.] will he your Father? I ſhall co 
clude with a word of Advice,” tt 


G1V! 


1 


Ave 
and 
ine, 
- Yes 


Em, 


that 
pet 


und, 


an; 
ſt 2 
e 13 
Um- 


lain. 


Files, and that he preacheth ſound Doctrine. You are com- 
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GIVE not Way to Sleepineſs and Indifferency in Matters | 
f Religion: Think it not enough that vou are got into the 
hurch of God, and that you keep your Place there; but con- 
ider you are alſo to be upon your Watch, not only over your 
wn Hearts Luſt, but alſo over your Bretheren, even over your 
Miniſter, to ſee that he is good in his Life, ſound in his Prin- 


anded to take Care how, or what you hear; and if you find 
your Miniſter to be infected with the Errors of the Times, to 
purge out this Corruption; hecauſe, A httle Leaven Leaveneth 


the whole Lump. And you arc commanded ro, Contend earneſtly 
For the Faith once dalivered to th? Saints. And ſo I conclude. 
rich the Words firſt read, Mark thoſe that cauſe Div ſion a» | 


* gft you, ger pe 


og 


tg the poke eu hav? lzarnt, and avid 


0 


Tak 


850 
7 


fe Et 
. any pf WII 


a; TVT S 


11 | 
. 
2888 464 

bed : 4 


— — = ＋ 
5 = 


